
Human Instinct vs. AI. 
The untold truth about 
football predictions
Football prediction has entered a new era. Gone are the days of 
relying solely on gut feelings or outdated stats AI-powered 
predictions are changing the game.

how to stay one step ahead!



But how can you use AI-driven 
football data to your advantage?
Whether you're a fantasy football manager, or sports analyst, AI football predictions give you 
a huge competitive edge if you know how to use them properly.
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In this guide, you’ll discover

How AI-driven predictions work & why 
they’re better than traditional stats

How to apply AI predictions to betting, 
fantasy football & analytics

The key football data points that 
power machine learning models

How to access Sportmonks' AI driven 
football prediction API in minutes
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analyse data 

Field Position 

form & injuries
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Why traditional football 
predictions are no longer enough
Most football predictions today are based on:

Basic stats like goals, 
shots, and possession 
(which don’t tell the full 
story)

Expert opinions

(biased & inconsistent)

Historical performance 
trends (without real-time 
insights)

The problem? These outdated methods fail to capture real-time game dynamics, injuries, 
and AI-driven insights.

The new way of predictions. AI 
powered football predictions

Uses machine learning to analyze 
thousands of data points in real-
time

Helps betting platforms & fantasy 
football players make smarter 
decisions

Accounts for player form, injuries & 
(line-up)

Improves over time the more data 
it gets, the smarter it becomes

Example: AI-based models can predict match outcomes with higher accuracy by analyzing 
xG (Expected Goals), passing efficiency, pressing intensity, and squad depth—all in real time.
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The 5 key data points behind AI 
football predictions

�� Team & Player Form Trends

� AI tracks momentum shifts that traditional stats mis�

� Example: A team might have won 5 games in a row, but AI can detect if their 
performances were declining in quality

4. Injuries & suspensions impact

� AI factors in how missing key players affect team performance & odd�

� Example: A team’s win probability drops significantly when their star striker is injured

3. Real time tactical 
adjustments

� AI monitors manager decisions & 
in-game tactical shift�

� Helps betting platforms adjust 
odds dynamically

1. Expected Goals (xG) 

� Predicts the probability of scoring 
based on shot qualit�

� Used by betting markets & analysts 
to predict outcomes accurately
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the player contribution model
In addition to these comprehensive models, we incorporate a player contribution model to 
enhance prediction accuracy further. By analysing individual players’ performance and 
impact on the team, we can better predict their contribution to the match’s outcome. This 
model considers metrics such as the player’s recent form, position, and overall contribution 
to team performance. The player contribution model also considers the lineup, as illustrated 
on the left.

Timely and substantive
The Prediction API is updated daily with 
the latest data from the Sportmonks 
Football Database.

Data controlled
No human intervention is needed. The 
Prediction API runs on statistical analysis 
results based on the entire historical 
Sportmonks Football Database.

Precise

probabilities
Thanks to our mathematical probability 
distribution models, the Prediction API 
offers the most precise probabilities 
possible.

Predictability 
performance
We monitor our Prediction API’s success 
rate and quality, but you can also track 
our predictions’ performance.

Machine learning
We use cross-validation machine learning models.

The models and algorithms are based on 
five key principles:
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How to use AI predictions for betting, 
fantasy & sports analytics

For betting platforms

� Predicts the probability of scoring based 
on shot qualit�

� Used by betting markets & analysts to 
predict outcomes accurately

For football analysts & 
sports media

� Enhance match previews & predictions with 
AI-backed insight�

� Use AI-powered data visualisation to engage 
fan�

� Discover hidden trends that human analysts 
might overlook

For fantasy Football 
Players & Managers

� Optimize squad selection with AI-based 
player performance forecast�

� Identify undervalued players before they 
become mainstream pick�

� Avoid bad transfers by analyzing injury 
trends & form drops
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The 24-Hour Fix. How to access AI football 
predictions today

Sign up for Sportmonks’ AI-
Powered Prediction API

Step 1

Use pre-built API calls to get 
AI-generated match 
probabilities

Step 2

Integrate real-time AI insights 
into your platform, betting 
system, or fantasy app

Step 3

Optimise & analyze—watch 
your accuracy and profits 
increase!

Step 4

Why this is worth

to your business

� Saves weeks of research with AI 
backed insights in minute�

� Boosts accuracy for betting, fantasy 
& football analytics platform�

� Provides an instant competitive 
advantage in the sports data 
industr�

� Shows how to implement AI 
football predictions in just 24 hours


